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While at Rio Hondo College, he established 

a community advisory committee that includes 
local school and government officials, service 
agencies, religious groups, small businesses 
and veteran’s groups. Our community is espe-
cially grateful for the strong and vibrant Mathe-
matics, Engineering, Science, Achievement 
(MESA) program and outstanding Veterans 
Service Center that were established under 
his watch at Rio Hondo College. In 2010, 
Under Dr. Martinez’ leadership, in 2010 Rio 
Hondo College launched the award-winning 
South Whittier Educational Center (SWEC) 
partnership that provides students from under-
served areas with a historically low college at-
tendance a real pipeline to college. 

Dr. Martinez’s commitment to education has 
not gone unnoticed. Among many other hon-
ors and awards, Ted has been distinctly hon-
ored with the Outstanding President Award 
from the California Community College Coun-
cil for Staff Development, the District 6 Pace-
setter of the Year Award from the National 
Council for Marketing and Public Relations, 
and the Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Key Award 
from the International Honorary Society for 
students in two-year colleges. 
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AARON TATE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aaron Tate for 
receiving the 2012 Amgen Foundation’s 
Teacher of the Year Award. 

This award is designed to recognize and 
honor extraordinary science teachers at the 
K–12 level who significantly impact their stu-
dents through exemplary science teaching and 
who achieve demonstrated results in student 
learning in communities where Amgen oper-
ates. 

Mr. Tate has been a middle-school science 
educator for nearly ten years at Bromley East 
Charter School in Brighton, CO. His classroom 
experiences include developing and imple-
menting 7th grade science and S.T.E.M. elec-
tive courses, sponsoring chess, middle school 
science, and LEGO clubs, and overseeing the 
7th grade science fair. Aaron Tate’s commit-
ment to teaching science is commendable. 

In addition to his time in the classroom, 
Aaron is a member of the National Science 
Teachers Association (NSTA) and Kappa 
Delta Pi, the International Honor Society in 
Education, where he stays abreast of the new-
est researched-based best practices in 
science education. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Aaron Tate for this well deserved recognition 
by the Amgen Foundation. Thank you for your 
dedication to the future of science in our 
classrooms and your commitment to the com-
munity. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker 
I rise to honor a remarkable young woman, 

Sabrina Smith, a recent graduate at Madison 
Shannon Palmer High School in Marks, Mis-
sissippi. Sabrina is the proud daughter of 
Sharon Smith and they reside in Lambert, Mis-
sissippi. 

Her teachers consider her to be an ideal 
student because of her honesty, respectful be-
havior, and hard work. Sabrina is a recipient 
of numerous awards including the Honor Roll, 
Principal List, Superintendent List, Perfect At-
tendance, and special recognition from her 
teachers for making the highest grades in their 
classes. Her class work has always exhibited 
the highest standard of excellence. Every day 
she works to better herself in school, as well 
as in everything she undertakes because she 
understands a good education leads to suc-
cess. 

Sabrina has always been involved in extra-
curricular activities. She is a former member of 
the Madison Shannon Palmer High School 
Choir, a member of the Student Council, 
Treasurer for the Sophomore Class of 2010, 
and Secretary for the Junior Class of 2011. 
Sabrina is also a member of the National Beta 
Club where she regularly participates in its 
book drives. She is a dedicated supporter of 
community service. Sabrina wanted to get an 
early start on her career aspirations, so she 
volunteered to participate in the Quitman 
County School District Job Shadow Program. 
Through this program, Sabrina learned valu-
able hands-on professional skills such as 
punctuality, the principles of business attire 
and good grooming, problem solving, oral 
communication, team spirit and compromise, 
and responsibility. She believes that these are 
some of the skills that are necessary for her 
to be successful in both her career and her 
life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Sabrina Smith as Valedic-
torian of Madison Shannon Palmer High 
School’s Class of 2012. 
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DOMESTIC ENERGY AND JOBS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 20, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4480) to provide 
for the development of a plan to increase oil 
and gas exploration, development, and pro-
duction under oil and gas leases of Federal 
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the 
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary 
of Defense in response to a drawdown of pe-
troleum reserves from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, there are now 
34 days left in this legislative session. We 
could—and should—be focusing our attention 
on serious legislation that will create jobs and 
make a real difference in the lives of our con-
stituents. Like a long term transportation bill. 
Or preventing a doubling of student loan inter-
est rates. Or the President’s American Jobs 
Act. 

Instead, under the pretense of lowering gas 
prices, we are dealing with this ill-considered 
collection of seven proposals that together 
would gut the Clean Air Act, trump responsible 

public lands management, and needlessly en-
cumber the President’s ability to safeguard our 
energy security. 

In a radical departure from over forty years 
of successful, science-based clean air regula-
tion, this legislation would for the first time re-
quire the EPA to consider industry costs when 
determining what level of ozone is ‘‘safe’’ for 
Americans to breathe—which is like a doctor 
changing a patient’s diagnosis based on the 
cost of the treatment. Costs clearly matter, 
and they are routinely incorporated into the 
scoping of compliance plans. But they should 
never be allowed to interfere with the initial, 
scientific determination as to what is safe for 
Americans and what is not. This kind of error 
is further extended to the public lands provi-
sions of this bill, which elevate energy produc-
tion over hunting, fishing, recreation, con-
servation and other management uses while 
imposing arbitrary deadlines for the approval 
of onshore drilling applications regardless of 
safety concerns. Finally, the President’s ability 
to tap the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to re-
spond to disruptions in our Nation’s energy 
supply would for the first time be conditioned 
on a poorly defined new drilling plan that is 
completely unrelated to the purpose of the 
SPR. 

Mr. Chair, this is not serious legislation. It is 
hastily thrown together legislative filler which 
everyone in this chamber understands is dead 
on arrival in the Senate. Given the magnitude 
of the challenges we face, we simply do not 
have this kind of time to waste. 
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WILFREDO HUERTA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Wilfredo 
Huerta for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Wilfredo Huerta is a 12th grader at Jefferson 
Senior High and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Wilfredo 
Huerta is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Wilfredo Huerta for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all his future accom-
plishments. 
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HONORING STANLEY HOWELL 
HALL 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2012 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the exceptional life of Mr. Stan-
ley Howell Hall. ‘‘Stan,’’ as he liked to be 
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